
Revised Notice of Motion – 22 February 2018 

(revisions shown in bold text) 

Plastic Free Torbay 

 

Torbay is an important UNESCO accredited Global GeoparkWorld Heritage site. 

The sea has shaped our communities and history and is a vital contributor to our 

economy and premier tourism offer. 

This Council notes that in 2016 the Ellen MacArthur Foundation estimated that by 

weight, there could be more plastic in our oceans than fish as soon as 2050.  

Columbia University has estimated that plastic can last for up to 600 years in our 

environment, often finding its way into marine life thus affecting the food chain, and 

the water we eventually drink. 

Torbay Council also congratulates the Herald Express newspaper and ‘Devon Live’ 

for launching a campaign with ‘Surfers Against Sewage’ (SAS) to encourage 125 

communities to become plastic free by 2020. 

Following the public outcry on this issue after the BBC ‘Blue Planet II’ programme, 

this Council resolves to provide leadership on this issue by: 

1) Instigating a council-led Plastic Free Torbay Task Force that involves all 

sections of the local community to be in place by July 2018. This task force 

will create an action plan  that works towards moving away from the 

unnecessary single use plastics in Torbay and campaign to reduce and 

discourage single use plastics from retail premises;  

2) Start phasing out the use of unnecessary ‘single use plastic’ products such as 

bottles, cups, cutlery and drinking straws in all Council buildings and at all 

Council events by July 2020;  

3) Installing a free drinking water fountain in Paignton Library; 

4) Increasing the amount of plastic that can be recycled through doorstep 

recycling and instigating a strategy to reduce the amount of litter on Torbay’s 

streets; 

5) Working with local businesses and the Tourism Sector to participate in this 

initiative; and 

6) Sign up to the Herald Express and SAS campaign for Torbay to become a 

Plastic Free community by 2020. 

 

Proposer: Councillor Long 

Seconder: Councillor Carter 


